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Short title 
and com­
m encem ent 
In te r­
pretation

C onstitution 
of the Force

PA R TI
P R E L IM IN A R Y

1. This Act m ay be cited as the Police Act, 1972, and  shall come 
into operation  on the date  of publication  in the G azette.

2. In  this Act, unless the context otherw ise requires —  
“ arm s”  includes firearm s;
“ B oard” m eans an  officer or officers em pow ered u n d er this Act 

to try  offenders;
“ C om m issioner” m eans the Com m issioner of Police;
“ the co u rt” m eans the H igh C ourt or a subord inate  cou rt;
“ the Force” m eans the Botswana Police Force as constitu ted  under 

the provisions of this A c t;
“ o ther ra n k ” m eans any police officer of or below the rank  of 

se rg ean t;
“ p ay ”  m eans the  salary of a police officer in  his substantive rank 

and  does not include any allowances w hich have not been 
declared  to be pensionable;

“ police lines” m eans an  area set ap a rt for occupation by police 
officers;

“ police officer” m eans any m em ber of the Force;
“ R epub lic” m eans the R epublic of Botsw ana;
“ senior officer” m eans any police officer of or above the rank  of 

Assistant S uperin tenden t;
“ subord inate  officer” m eans any police officer of the rank of Ins­

pector or Sub-Inspector.
PART II

C O N S T IT U T IO N  A N D  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N
3. T he Force shall consist of the Com m issioner of Police and 

such num bers of the following ranks as the P resident m ay from tim e 
to time direct, and  the police officers shall rank for seniority in the 
o rder shown.

D eputy  Com m issioner
Assistant C om m issioner
Senior S uperin tenden t
S uperin tenden t
Assistant S uperin tenden t
Inspector
S ub-Inspector
Sergeant
Constable



4. (1) T he C om m issioner shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Act and  the general directions of the P resident, have the com m and, 
superin tendence, direction and  control of the Force and  shall be 
responsible to the President for m ain ta in ing  peace and  good o rder 
th roughou t the R epublic .

(2) T h e  Com m issioner m ay, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, issue or approve such orders for the general control and  adm in is­
tra tion  of the Force as he m ay deem  necessary.

5. Any pow er conferred upon the Com m issioner by this Act 
or any regulations m ade th ereu n d er m ay, subject to the directions 
of the C om m issioner, be exercised by the D eputy  Com m issioner.

6. (1) T he Force shall be em ployed in and  th roughou t the 
R epublic  to prevent and detect crim e, repress in te rn a l d isturbance, 
m ain ta in  security  an d  public  tranqu illity , ap p reh en d  offenders, 
bring offenders to justice, duly enforce all w ritten  laws w ith  w hich it 
is directly  charged and  generally  m ain ta in  the peace, and  for the 
perform ance of such duties m ay carry  arms.

(2) T h e  Force shall perform  such m ilitary  duties w ithin the 
R epublic as m ay be requ ired  o f it u n d er the au th o rity  of the P resident 
as C om m ander-in -C h ief of the A rm ed Forces.

(3) T h e  control of the police in any place shall be vested in such 
police officer as m ay be appo in ted  by the C om m issioner to be in 
charge thereof. Such officer shall carry  out the orders of the C om ­
m issioner in all m atters connected w ith  the discipline, adm inis­
tra tio n  and tra in ing  of the police officers u nder him .

7. T he President m ay, in  tim e o f w ar or o ther em ergency, 
em ploy the Force or p a r t thereof in the defence of B otsw ana:

Provided tha t the Force or any p art thereof w hen so em ployed 
shall rem ain  for the purpose of adm in istra tion  and  discipline under 
the com m and of the Com m issioner.

PART III
A P P O IN T M E N T , A T T E S T A T IO N , S E R V IC E  AN D  

D IS C H A R G E
8. T he C om m issioner shall, subject to the provisions of this 

Act, appo in t fit and  p roper persons to be m em bers o f the Force 
up to and  including  the ran k  of Inspector, and  m ay, in  accordance 
with this Act, p rom ote, suspend, reduce, dismiss or discharge any 
such m em ber, provided  th a t no m em ber shall be prom oted  u nder 
this section above the rank  of Inspector.

Coipm issioner

Delegation

Functions 
and  adm inis­
tration  o f the 
Force

Em ploym ent 
o f the Force 
in
em ergency

Attestation
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9. (1) Every person on jo in ing  the Force shall m ake and  sign a 
dec lara tion  before a  senior police officer in Form  1 in the Schedule to 
this Act.

(2) Every person shall, before m aking the declaration  required  
by subsection (1), answ er truly any  question pu t to him  as to his 
previous service and  as to w hether he has a t any  tim e been convicted 
of an  offence punishable by the laws of Botswana or the laws o f any 
o ther country.

(3) Any person who makes a false sta tem ent in reply to a 
question p u t to him  u nder subsection (2) to ob ta in  or to a ttem p t to 
ob ta in  adm ission to  the Force shall be gu ilty  o f an  offence and  
liable to a  fine of R100 and  to im prisonm ent for 3 m onths.

10. Leave will be g ran ted  to m em bers of the Force in accordance 
w ith the regulations for the tim e being in force for the Botswana 
G overnm ent Service.

11. T h e  g ran t of pensions and  gratuities to m em bers of the 
Force shall be  governed by the Pensions (Consolidation) Law, 
1965 and  any regulations m ade thereunder.

12. No police officer below the rank of Assistant S uperin tenden t 
shall be a t liberty  to resign from the Force unless expressly perm itted  
to do  so by the C om m issioner or by an  officer au thorized  by the 
Com missioner to g ran t such permission.

13. Subject to the provisions of any other law no police officer 
shall be a t  liberty  to re tire  from  the Force in tim e o f em ergency or 
w ar unless the Com m issioner, ac ting  w ith the consent o f the P re­
sident, orders otherw ise.

14. (1) W hen any police officer is accused of any offence 
against this Act or any  o ther w ritten  law, the Com m issioner m ay 
in terd ic t such officer from  du ty  pending the institu tion and  d e ter­
m ination  of proceedings against such officer.

(2) A police officer who has been in terd icted  shall be allowed 
to receive such portion of his pay, not being less th an  one-half, 
as the Com m issioner m ay in his discretion o rder; if the proceedings 
against such officer do not result in his dismissal or o ther punishm ent 
he shall be en titled  to the full am ount of the pay he would have 
received if he had not been in terd icted .

15. (1) T he Com m issioner m ay, a t any tim e, term inate  the 
appo in tm en t of a police officer of or below the rank  of Inspector 
an d  serving on p roba tion  if the C om m issioner considers th a t such 
officer is unlikely to becom e an efficient police officer.



(2) T he term ination  of an  app o in tm en t u nder this section shall 
not be a dismissal or rem oval from office and the decision of the 
Com m issioner shall be final and no appeal shall lie to any person or 
au thority .

16. (1) T h e  C om m issioner m ay, at any time, in respect of a 
police officer of or below the rank  of Inspector —

(a) retire such officer on a reduction  of estab lishm en t;
(b ) retire such officer if a board  of G overnm ent m edical 

officers shall find he is unfit m entally  or physically for 
fu rther service;

(c) dismiss such officer if he is convicted of an  offence under 
any w ritten  law o ther th an  this A ct;

(d) dismiss such officer if he is convicted of a disciplinary offence 
under the provisions of this A ct;

■(e) re tire  such officer if he displays an  hab itual ina tten tion  to 
orders, or fails to obey orders, or fails to co-operate w ith 
m em bers o f the Force, or manifests a quarrelsom e dis­
position or w ant of courage, although he is not guilty of a 
specific offence.

17. N oth ing  in  section 15 or section 16 o f this A ct shall be con­
strued so to affect any righ t to a pension or g ra tu ity  to w hich a 
m em ber m igh t be eligible in term s o f the Pensions (Consolidation) 
Law , 1965 o r any  regulations m ade thereunder.

18. No police officer shall, w ithout the consent of the Com m is­
sioner, engage in any em ploym ent whatsoever, o ther th an  in 
accordance w ith his duties u nder this Act.

19. (1) All m em bers of the Force, o ther than  senior officers, 
will be provided w ith free uniform  and  equipm ent. Such uniform  
and equ ipm ent shall rem ain  the property  of the Botsw ana G overn­
m ent.

(2) W hen a police officer ceases to belong to the Force he shall 
forthw ith deliver up to the person appo in ted  by the Com m issioner 
for the purpose, or to the officer in charge of police w here he was 
last stationed, all equipm ent, accoutrem ents, uniform  and  other 
appo in tm ents which have been supplied to him  and  which are 
the property  of the Botsw ana G overnm ent.

P A R T  IV
P O W E R S , D U T IE S  AN D  P R IV IL E G E S  O F P O L IC E  
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20. (1) Every police officer shall be deemed to be always on 
duty when required to act as such and may at any time be detailed 
for duty in any part of Botswana.

(2) Every police officer shall be an officer of the court for the 
service o f any summons or warrant or other process directed to him.

(3) It shall be the duty of every police officer promptly to obey 
and execute all orders and warrants lawfully issued to him by any 
com petent authority, to collect and com m unicate intelligence 
affecting the public peace, to prevent the commission of offences and 
public nuisances, to detect and bring offenders to justice, and to 
apprehend all persons whom he is legally authorized to apprehend 
and for whose apprehension sufficient grounds exist.

21. It shall be the duty of any police officer to lay information 
before a magistrate and to apply for a summons, search warrant 

or such other process as may by law be issued against any person 
com m itting an offence.

22. (1) Any police officer may break into and enter upon 
any premises being or appearing to be on fire, or any premises 
adjacent thereto, without the consent o f any person, and 
may do all acts or things deemed to be necessary for extinguishing 
such fire on any such premises or land, or for protecting the same or 
other property or rescuing any person or property from fire.

(2) No action shall lie in any court of law against any police 
officer or any other person acting under the instructions of any 
police officer for the recovery of any damage caused in exercising 
the powers conferred upon him by subsection (1) unless it be proved 
that such damage was caused mala fide.

(3) Any person who interferes with any police officer who is 
engaged in extinguishing or controlling a fire or with any person 
acting under the instructions of such police officer shall be liable 
on conviction to a fine of R 100 and to imprisonment for 6 months.

PART V
D ISC IPL IN E

23. Any offence committed by a police officer in regard to 
which proceedings are not instituted in a criminal court shall, in the 
case o f a police officer of or below the rank o f Inspector, be dealt 
with in accordance with the provisions of this Part of this Act.

24. (1) Any police officer who —
(a) being present at any mutiny or sedition amongst the Force 

does not use his utmost endeavours to suppress such mutiny 
or sedition; or



(b) know ing of any in tended  m utiny or sedition am ongst the 
Force does not give in form ation thereof w ithou t delay to 
his senior officer; or

(c) dese rts; or
(d) persuades, procures, assists or attem pts to persuade, procure 

or assist any police officer to desert; or
(e) knowing th a t any police officer has deserted or intends to 

desert does not give in form ation thereo f w ithou t delay to 
his senior officer,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to im prisonm ent for 12 
m onths.

(2) A police officer shall not be found guilty of the offence of 
desertion unless the court is satisfied th a t there was an  in ten tion  on 
the p a r t of such officer not to re tu rn  to the Force:

P rovided th a t p roof th a t a police officer has been absent from duty  
w ithout leave for a period o f 28 days or m ore shall be prima facie 
evidence of an  in ten tion  not to re tu rn  to the Force.

25. Any police officer o f or below the rank  o f Inspecto r com m its Disciplinary 
and offence against discipline if he is guilty of —  offences

(a) disobedience to orders, th a t is to say, if he disobeys, or 
w ithou t good and  sufficient cause omits or neglects to carry  
ou t any lawful order, w ritten  or otherw ise;

(b) in subord inate  or oppressive conduct, th a t  is to  say, if  he —
(i) is disrespectful in word, ac t or d em ean o u r to his 

senior in  ran k ;
(ii) is oppressive or ty rann ical in conduct tow ards his 

ju n io r  in  ran k ;
(iii) uses obscene, abusive or insulting  language to any 

o ther police officer;
(iv) assaults any o ther police officer;
(v) wilfully or negligently makes any  false com plain t 

against any police officer;
(iv) fails to repo rt any com plain t or repo rt m ade against 

any  police officer;
(vii) talks or is inatten tive  or otherw ise m isbehaves him self 

on p a rad e ;
(viii) being u n d er arrest or in confinem ent, leaves or 

escapes from his arrest or confinem ent before he is 
set a t liberty  by p roper au th o rity ;



(ix) resists an  escort whose du ty  it is to apprehend  him  or 
to have him  in charge;

(c) neglect of du ty , tha t is to say, if he —
(i) neglects, or w ithout good and sufficient cause omits, 

p rom ptly  and  diligently, to a tten d  to or carry  out 
anyth ing  w hich it is his du ty  as a police officer to 
a tten d  to or carry  ou t;

(ii) idles or gossips or sits or lies down w ithout reasonable 
cause when on d u ty ;

(iii) sleeps when on du ty ;
(iv) fails to work his beat in accordance w ith orders or 

leaves his beat point or o ther place of duty  to w hich he 
has been ordered  w ithout due permission or sufficient 
cause;

(v) by carelessness or neglect perm its a prisoner to escape;
(vi) when know ing where any offender is to be found fails 

to report the sam e or to exert him self to m ake the 
offender am enable to the law ;

(vii) fails to report any m atte r which it is his du ty  to 
re p o r t ;

(viii) fails to repo rt any th ing  which he knows concerning a 
crim inal charge, or fails to disclose any evidence 
w hich he, or any person w ithin his knowledge, can 
give for or against any prisoner or defendant to a 
crim inal charge;

(ix) neglects or refuses to assist in the apprehension of 
any police officer charged with any offence;

(x) w ithout reasonable cause omits to m ake any necessary 
en try  in any official docum ent, book or p ap e r;

(xi) refuses, or w ithout good and sufficient cause omits, to 
m ake or send a report or re tu rn  which it is his duty  
to m ake or sen d ;

(xii) neglects to assist any person injured or taken ill 
on the streets;

( d) d iscreditable conduct, th a t is to say, if he —
(i) acts in a disorderly m anner, or in any m anner 

prejudicial to discipline or likely to bring discredit 
on the repu ta tion  of the Force;



(ii) lends m oney to any senior or borrows m oney from 
o r accepts any present from any ju n io r  in  rank ;

(iii) incurs deb t in or ou t of the Force w ithou t any  reason­
able prospect or in ten tion  of paying  the sam e or, 
having incurred  any debt, makes no reasonable 
effort to pay the sam e;

(iv) if called upon by the Com missioner to furnish a full 
and true statem ent of his financial position, fails to
do so ;

(e) absence w ithout leave or being late for du ty , th a t is to say,
if he —

(i) w ithout reasonable cause or excuse is absent w ithout 
leave from or is late for parade, court or any other 
d u ty ;

(ii) leaves w ithout righ t or permission or lawful reason 
any police cam p or quarte rs;

( f )  falsehood or prevarication , th a t is to say, if he —
(i) knowingly makes or signs any false statem ent in any 

official book or docum ent;
(ii) wilfully or negligently makes any false, m isleading or 

inaccurate  sta tem en t:
(iii) w ithout good and  sufficient cause destroys or m utilates 

any official docum ent or record, or alters or erases 
any en try  th e re in ;

(iv) prevaricates before any court or inqu iry ;
(g) breach of confidence, th a t is to say, if he —

(i) divulges any m atter w hich it is his du ty  to keep 
secret;

(ii) gives notice, directly or indirectly, to any person 
against whom  any w arran t or sum m ons has been or 
is abou t to be issued except in the lawful execution 
of such w arran t or sum m ons;

(iii) w ithout proper au tho rity  com m unicates to the public 
press, or to any unau thorized  person any  m atte r 
concerning the Force;

(iv) w ithout p roper au tho rity  shows to any person outside 
the Force any book or w ritten  or p rin ted  docum ent, 
the property  of the Force;



(v )  m a k e s ,  o r  j o i n s  i n  m a k i n g ,  a n y  a n o n y m o u s  c o m m u n i ­
c a t i o n  to  a  s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ;

( iv )  m a k e s  a n y  f r i v o l o u s  o r  v e x a t i o u s  c o m p l a i n t  o r  m a k e s  
a  c o m p l a i n t  i n  a n  i r r e g u l a r  m a n n e r ;

( v i i )  s ig n s  o r  c i r c u l a t e s  a n y  p e t i t i o n  o r  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  a n y  m a t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  F o r c e ,  e x c e p t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p e r  c h a n n e l s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  to  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r ;

c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  is t o  s a y ,  i f  h e  f a i l s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  o r  
to  m a k e  a  t r u e  a n d  p r o m p t  r e t u r n  o f  a n y  m o n e y  o r  p r o p e r t y  
r e c e i v e d  b y  h i m  in  h is  o f f ic ia l  c a p a c i t y ;

u n l a w f u l  o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  e x e r c i s e  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  is to  
s a y ,  i f  h e  —

(i)  w i t h o u t  g o o d  a n d  s u f f i c ie n t  c a u s e  m a k e s  a n y  u n l a w f u l  
o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  a r r e s t ;

( i i)  u s e s  a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  v i o l e n c e  to  a n y  p r i s o n e r  o r  
o t h e r  p e r s o n  w i t h  w h o m  h e  m a y  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  h is  d u t y ;

( i i i )  is  u n c i v i l  t o  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ;  

m a l i n g e r i n g ,  t h a t  is  to  s a y ,  i f  h e  —

(i)  f e ig n s  o r  e x a g g e r a t e s  a n y  s ic k n e s s  o r  i n j u r y  w i t h  a  
v ie w  to  e v a d i n g  d u t y ;

( ii)  w h i l e  a b s e n t  f r o m  d u t y  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  s ic k n e s s  n e g l e c t s  
o r  w i t h o u t  g o o d  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  o m i t s  to  c a r r y  
o u t  a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  o r  o f  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  o r  a c t s  o r  c o n d u c t s  h i m s e l f  i n  a  
m a n n e r  c a l c u l a t e d  to  r e t a r d  h is  r e t u r n  t o  d u t y ;

u n c l e a n l i n e s s ,  t h a t  is  to  s a y ,  i f  h e  w h i l e  o n  d u t y ,  o r  w h i l e  
o f f  d u t y  i n  u n i f o r m  i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e ,  is  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n a b l e  
c a u s e  i m p r o p e r l y  d r e s s e d  o r  d i r t y  o r  u n t i d y  i n  h is  c l o t h i n g  

o r  a c c o u t r e m e n t s ;

d a m a g e  to  p r o p e r t y ,  t h a t  is to  s a y ,  i f  h e  —

(i) w i l f u l l y  o r  b y  c a r e le s s n e s s  c a u s e s  a n y  w a s t e ,  lo s s  o r  
d a m a g e  to  a n y  a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  o r  a c c o u t r e m e n t s  
o r  to  a n y  b o o k ,  d o c u m e n t  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  
F o r c e ,  s e r v e d  o u t  to  h i m  o r  u s e d  b y  h i m  o r  e n t r u s t e d  
t o  h is  c a r e ;

( i i)  f a i l s  to  r e p o r t  a n y  lo ss  o r  d a m a g e  a s  a f o r e s a id  h o w e v e r  
c a u s e d ;



( m )  o f f e n c e s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  l i q u o r ,  t h a t  is to  s a y ,  
i f  h e  —

(i)  r e n d e r s  h i m s e l f  u n f i t  f o r  d u t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n ­
s u m p t i o n  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  o r  d r u g s ;

( ii)  w h i l s t  o n  o r  d e t a i l e d  f o r  d u t y  a n d  i n  u n i f o r m  p a r t a k e s  
o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r ;

( n )  e n t e r i n g  l i c e n s e d  p r e m i s e s ,  t h a t  is to  s a y ,  i f  h e  e n t e r s  a n y  
p u b l i c  b a r  l i c e n s e d  f o r  t h e  s a le  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  o r  e n t e r s  
o t h e r  p r e m i s e s  w h e r e  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r  is  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a le  
w h e n  o n  d u t y ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  h is  p r e s e n c e  is r e q u i r e d  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  h is  d u t y ;

( o )  e n g a g i n g  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y  i n  a n y  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  o f f ic e  
o t h e r  t h a n  h is  p o l i c e  d u t i e s ;

( p )  d i s c h a r g i n g  h is  f i r e a r m  w i t h o u t  o r d e r s  o r  j u s t  c a u s e ;

( q )  n e g l e c t i n g  o r  f a i l i n g  to  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  is s u f f e r i n g  
f r o m  v e n e r e a l  o r  o t h e r  c o n t a g i o u s  d i s e a s e ;

( r )  a n y  o t h e r  a c t ,  c o n d u c t ,  d i s o r d e r  o r  n e g l e c t  to  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  
o f  g o o d  o r d e r  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  n o t  h e r e i n b e f o r e  s p e c i f i e d ;

( s )  c o n n i v i n g  a t  o r  k n o w i n g l y  b e i n g  a n  a c c e s s o r y  to  a n y  o f f e n c e  
a g a i n s t  d i s c i p l i n e  u n d e r  th i s  A c t ,

a n d  s u c h  o f f e n c e  m a y  b e  i n q u i r e d  o f , t r i e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  t h e  
o f f e n d e r  s h a l l  b e  l i a b l e  to  s u f f e r  p u n i s h m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  
d e g r e e  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o f f e n c e ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s io n s  
o f  th i s  A c t :

P r o v i d e d  t h a t  a  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  a n  
o f f e n c e  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h s  ( c )  ( i i ) ,  ( c )  ( i i i )  o r  ( n )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
u n le s s  i t  s h a l l  b e  p r o v e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  s u c h  o f f e n c e  w a s  
c o m m i t t e d  h e  w a s  o n  a  s p e c i f i c  d u t y  f o r  w h i c h  h e  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  
d e t a i l e d .

26. (1 )  A  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o r  b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  —

( a )  a n y  t r a d e  u n i o n ,  o r  o f  a n y  b o d y  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a f f i l i a t e d  
to  a  t r a d e  u n i o n ; o r

( b )  a n y  b o d y  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  w h i c h  o r  o n e  o f  t h e  
o b j e c t s  o f  w h i c h  is to  c o n t r o l  o r  i n f l u e n c e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
e m p l o y m e n t  in  a n y  t r a d e  o r  p r o f e s s i o n ;  o r

(c) a n y  b o d y  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  w h i c h  is t o  c o n t r o l  
o r  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p a y ,  p e n s io n s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s e r v ic e  o f  
t h e  F o r c e :
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Provided th a t a police officer m ay becom e a m em ber of any such 
body or association which m ay be constituted and regulated 
p u rsu an t to regulations m ade u n d er this Act.

(2) A ny police officer who contravenes the provisions of this 
section shall be liable to be dismissed from the Force.

27. Any senior officer, subord inate  officer or station com m ander 
m ay arrest w ithou t w arran t, or o rder the arrest w ithout w arran t, 
of any police officer (not being a police officer of h igher rank) 
who is accused of an offence against discipline, and any police 
officer, on  receipt of any such order, m ay ap prehend  such accused 
police officer w ithout w a rran t and shall forthw ith  bring  him  before 
a senior police officer or station com m ander, who m ay confine 
such police officer in any build ing set ap a rt as a guard  room  or cell.

28. (1) Offences against discipline shall be tried before a 
B oard constituted under subsection (2) as the C om m issioner m ay 
direct.

(2) Boards for the trial of disciplinary offences shall be —
(a) a Board, held by a police officer not below the rank  of 

Assistant Com m issioner and  specially au tho rized  by the 
Com m issioner in th a t behalf, or com prising three senior 
officers specially appo in ted  by the Com m issioner in tha t 
behalf, hereinafter referred to as a Class I B oard; and

(b) a Board, held by any senior police officer, hereinafter 
referred to as a Class I I  B o a rd :

Provided th a t w here it appears to a Class II  Board th a t, by reason 
of the gravity  of the offence or for any other reason, the m atter 
w ould be dealt w ith m ore properly  by a Class I Board, the Class II  
Board shall defer its verdict and report the facts to the Com missioner, 
who m ay re tu rn  the repo rt for fu rther inqu iry  o r o rder the accused 
to be tried before a Class I Board.

29. Any senior officer m ay sum m on any  person to a ttend  as a 
witness at a tria l by a Board and  may, being a m em ber of such a 
B oard, take evidence on oath  or affirm ation of any witness.

30. (1) A ny person sum m oned as a witness u n d er section 29 
who fails to a tten d  at the tim e and  place appoin ted  in the sum m ons 
or who refuses to be sworn or, having been sworn, refuses to give 
evidence or to answer a lawful question or to do any lawful th ing 
requ ired  by the Board, shall be liable to be dealt w ith by a sub­
o rd inate  court in the like m anner as if such witness had been a 
witness duly sum m oned to ap p ear a t a crim inal tria l before such 
court.



12) If  at any trial under this P art of this Act any witness having  
been duly sworn m akes any false statem ent know ing the same to be 
false he shall be guilty of perjury  and liable to pun ishm ent accord­
ingly in a subord inate  court having ju risd iction .

31. Expenses shall be allowed in accordance w ith the scales of 
expenses for witnesses a tten d in g  a subord ina te  cou rt on subpoena 
to such witnesses a tten d in g  Board trials u nder this Act w hether 
such witnesses are called for the prosecution or defence, provided th a t 
no m em ber of the Force nor any person in the em ploym ent of the 
Botswana G overnm ent shall qualify  for such expenses.

32. A t a tria l by a Class I Board com prising 3 senior officers, the 
person accused shall be entitled to be represented at his own expense 
by a legal p ractitioner adm itted  to practise in Botsw ana or by a 
senior or subord inate  officer approved  by the Com m issioner.

33. (1) All Boards shall have the pow er to aw ard  any one or 
m ore of the following punishm ents —

(a) in the case of a subord inate  officer —
(i) adm on ition ;

(ii) rep rim an d  or severe rep rim an d ;
(iii) a fine not exceeding R 15;

f b j  in the case of o ther ranks —
( i)  a d m o n i t i o n ;

(ii) rep rim and  or severe rep rim an d ;
(iii) a fine not exceeding R IO ;
(ivj confinem ent to police lines for a period not exceeding 

14 days with or w ithout punishm ent drill, extra 
guards, fatigues or o ther duties in add ition  to norm al 
duty .

(2) In add ition  to the powers conferred by subsection (1) of this 
section a Class I Board shall have pow er to aw ard a fine not exceeding 
one m o n th ’s pay or R100 w hichever shall be the less.

(3) In  add ition  to the powers conferred on Boards by subsection 
(1) of this section, w here any police officer has been convicted of a 
disciplinary offence u nder section 25 of this Act, the Board convicting 
him  m ay order him  to m ake good the loss or dam age to the Force, 
and such order shall for the purpose of section 35 be deem ed to be 
a sentence, and for the purpose o f section 36 shall be deem ed to be a 
fine.
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34. A Board m ay, upon conviction of an  offender, recom m end 
to the Com m issioner, in add ition  to or in lieu o f any o ther penalty 
provided for in section 33, th a t the person convicted should be 
dismissed from the Force or be reduced in rank.

35. (1) Any Board which sentences any police officer under 
this Act, except when such sentence is one of adm onition  or of 
ex tra guards, fatigues or o ther duties, shall forthw ith transm it 
the record of proceedings to the Com m issioner, who m ay alter, 
reverse or confirm  the conviction, or increase, reduce, vary or 
confirm  the sentence.

(2) T he C om m issioner m ay, in addition  or in place of any 
sentence im posed, o rder the reduction in rank  of the person con­
victed, or dismiss such person from  the Force.

(3) No sentence shall be carried  ou t until the decision of the 
Com m issioner u n d er subsections (1) and  (2) of this section is m ade 
known.

(4) T he powers conferred upon the Com m issioner by subsections 
(1) and (2) o f this section m ay, subject to the general or special 
directions of the Com m issioner, be exercised by the D eputy  C om ­
missioner, and  by any Assistant C om m issioner au thorized  in  that 
behalf by the Com m issioner.

36. Any fine im posed upon  a police officer by a Board m ay be 
recovered by stoppage from the pay  of such officer.

37. A police officer convicted or sentenced by a Board under the 
provisions of this Act, shall, in o rder to avail him self o f the righ t of 
appeal to the Public Service Com mission, lodge notice of such appeal 
together w ith the grounds thereo f w ith the Board w hich tried  the 
case, w ithin 7 days after notification to him  of the Com m issioner’s 
decision and  it shall be the du ty  of the Board forthw ith  to transm it 
the proceedings th rough  the Com m issioner to the Public Service 
Commission.

P A R T  V I
R E W A R D S  AN D  F IN E S  F U N D

38. (1) All fines im posed u n d er the provisions o f this Act
or any regulations m ade thereu n d er for any offence against dis­
cipline, the proceeds of sales o f unclaim ed p roperty  as provided 
for in section 39, an d  any fees paid  or donations m ade in respect of 
special services provided  by the Force, shall be p laced  to  the credit 
o f a fund called the Police R ew ards and  Fines F und.



(2) No paym en t shall be m ade from the Police R ew ards and  
Fines Fund  except upon the au th o rity  of the Com m issioner.

(3) T he C om m issioner m ay, in his discretion, sanction paym ent 
from the Police R ew ards and  Fines F und for any  o f the following 
purposes —

(a) to assist the wives and  families of deceased police officers 
o f or below the rank  of Inspector or to assist any  such 
police officer discharged from the Force as m edically 
unfit for fu rther service;

(b) as rew ards to police officers of or below the rank  of Inspector 
for m eritorious acts or service in the execution of d u ty :

Provided such paym ent shall not be m ade to any police 
police officer who has received any o ther rew ard  from 
G overnm ent revenue;

(c) the procuring  of any comforts or conveniences o r advantages 
to m em bers o f the Force which are not chargeable to 
general re v en u e ;

(d) the g ran ting  of loans in special circum stances to police 
officers repayable by instalm ents; or

(e) to provide prizes for com petitions lim ited to m em bers o f the 
Force.

39. (1) W here any m ovable property  has com e into the
possession o f the officer in charge of a police station, and  such 
p roperty  has not been lawfully claim ed by any person for a  period 
of three m onths, such officer in charge shall inform  the C om ­
missioner.

(2) T he Com m issioner or any police officer au thorized  by him  
shall apply  to the D istrict Com m issioner o f the D istrict w here the 
property  was found for an  order th a t the said propery  be sold by 
auction  and  the proceeds paid  into the Police R ew ards and Fines 
Fund, or if the said p roperty  is worthless, for an  o rder th a t it should 
be destroyed, and the D istrict Com missioner m ay o rder accordingly.

(3) N otw ithstanding  any th ing  in this section an officer in charge 
of a police station m ay, if he is of the opinion tha t the im m ediate 
sale of unclaim ed p roperty  w ould be of benefit due to the perishable 
na tu re  o f such property , a t any tim e direct th a t it be sold 
by public auction and  the proceeds paid into the Police R ew ards 
and Fines F und, or if  the unclaim ed property  is in his opinion 
dangerous the officer in charge of a police station m ay o rder th a t it 
be destroyed.
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(4) I f  a lawful claim  to the ow nership o f unclaim ed p roperty  
sold u nder the provisions of this section is established by any  person 
w ith in  6 m onths o f the da te  o f sale the proceeds thereo f shall be paid 
to such person.

(5) So m uch o f the proceeds o f the sale o f such unclaim ed 
p roperty  as the C om m issioner m ay direct, if no claim  has been 
established u nder subsection (4), m ay be apportioned  to the finder.

(6) N oth ing  in  this section contained shall au thorize  the sale 
o f stock for the disposal o f w hich provision is m ade in  the Stock Theft 
Act, or the sale of any th ing  for the disposal of w hich provision is 
m ade in the F au n a  C onservation P roclam ation , 1961.

PART VII
S P E C IA L  C O N ST A B L E S

40. W henever there  are not in any locality sufficient m em bers 
o f the Force availab le to perform  police duties or w henever any 
grave d istu rbance o f the peace has taken place, or m ay be reasonably 
an tic ip a ted , the P resident, on the app lication  of the Com m issioner, 
m ay au tho rize  generally  or in any p articu la r case any  senior police 
officer to ap p o in t by w riting  in Form  2 o f the Schedule to this Act 
any  persons to act as special constables for such tim e and  in such 
m an n er as to the senior police officer m ay seem fit and  necessary 
for the preservation of peace, the pro tection  of the in h ab itan ts  and 
the security o f property .

41. T h e  C om m issioner m ay provide for the use of special 
constables, a t public expense, such batons, w eapons and  other 
articles as he m ay consider necessary for the p roper carry ing  out of 
the duties o f their office.

42. Every special constable appo in ted  u nder this Act shall 
have the sam e powers, privileges and  pro tection  and  shall be liable 
to perform  the same duties, and shall be am enab le to the same 
penalties, an d  be subord inate  to the same authorities, as police 
officers.

43. T he Com m issioner m ay suspend or determ ine the services 
of any  special constable if he considers such services can be safely 

dispensed w ith, and  shall fothw ith transm it notice thereof in w riting  
in  Form  3 in the Schedule to this Act to the special constable con­
cerned.

44. Every special constable shall, w ithin two weeks after 
receipt of the notice determ ing  his appo in tm en t, deliver up  every 
baton , w eapon or o ther article w hich m ay have been provided to 
him .



45. W henever any special constable is em ployed on active du ty  
he m ay be paid such rem unera tion  as the President m ay determ ine.

46. (1) I f  a special constable is perm anen tly  or tem porarily  
disabled by sickness or in jury  con tracted  or inflicted —

(a)  in  the ac tua l discharge o f his du ty  or in the course o f tra in ­
ing w hich he has been requ ired  o r perm itted  to undergo ; 
and

(b)  w ithou t his own defau lt; and
(c) on account o f circum stances specifically a ttrib u tab le  to the 

n a tu re  o f his duties,
the President m ay aw ard  him  such com pensation therefor as the 
President m ay deem  proper.

(2) I f  as a result of such sickness or in jury  as is set o u t in sub ­
section (1) a special constable dies or is killed, the P resident m ay 
aw ard  to his dependents such com pensation as he deem s proper.

PART VIII
G E N E R A L

47. N oth ing  in this Act shall exem pt any  person from being 
proceeded against under any o ther w ritten  law  in respect o f any 
offence m ade punishable by this A ct:

Provided th a t no person shall be punished twice for the same 
offence.

48. Any person, not being a police officer, who is found in 
possession o f any article w hatsoever w hich has been supplied  to  any 
police officer for the execution of his du ty  and  who fails to account 
satisfactorily for the possession thereof, or who, w ithou t due au thority  
purchases o r receives such artic le from any such officer, or who aids 
and  abets any such officer to sell or dispose of any  such artic le , shall 
be guilty  o f an  offence and  liable to a fm eo fR 2 0  and  to im prisonm ent 
tor 3 m onths.

49. No artic le  w hatsoever which has been supplied to any 
police officer for the execution of his du ty  shall be capab le  of being 
seized o r a ttach ed  u n d er any  w rit of execution issued against any 
such police officer nor shall the sam e pass u n d er any  o rd e r m ade for 
the sequestration o f the estate of any such police officer.

50. No police officer shall assign, w ithou t the ap p ro v al o f  the 
D irector o f Personnel in the case of a senior police officer, and  in  the 
case o f any other police officer w ithou t the approval o f the Com mis-
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sioner, the whole or any p a rt of any pay or allowances payable 
u nder this Act or any  regulations m ade thereunder.

51. F o r the protection of persons acting  in pursuance o f this Act 
or any regulations m ade thereunder, any civil action against any 
such person in  respect o f any th ing  done o r om itted  to be done in 
pursuance thereo f shall be com m enced in  the 6 m onths next after 
the cause of action arises, and  notice of any civil ac tion  and  o f the 
substance thereo f shall be given to the defendant a t least two m onths 
before the com m encem ent of the said action :

Provided th a t the court m ay, for good cause, p ro o f o f w hich shall
lie upon the app lican t, extend the said period of 6 m onths.
52. I n respect of any m atte r not provided for in this A ct and  in 

any  regulations o r orders m ade thereunder, all police officers shall be 
subject to  the provisions of the Botswana Public Service G eneral 
O rders as are  from tim e to tim e in force.

PART IX
M IS C E L L A N E O U S

53. T h e  President m ay m ake regulations for the b e tte r carrying 
ou t o f the  provisions o f this Act and  the general control and  adm inis­
tra tion  o f the Force and  w ithout prejudice to the generality  o f the 
foregoing such regulations m ay —

(a)  m ake provision regard ing  the m atters w hich the Com m is­
sioner is au thorized  to o rder u nder any section o f this A c t;

(b)  regula te  the enlistm ent, pay, leave, conditions o f service, 
transfer, discharge arid dismissal of police officers;

(c) regulate the procedure at disciplinary trials held under 
section 28 of this A ct;

(d)  provide for the establishm ent, constitution, functions and 
procedure of police associations and  m atters incidental 
thereto ;

(c) regulate the aw ard of such m edals as the P resident m ay be 
em pow ered to aw ard ;

(J) prescribe any th ing  which by this Act m ay or is to be 
prescribed.

54. (1) T h e  Police P roclam ation is hereby repealed.
(2) All police officers who im m ediately prior to the com m ence­

m ent of this Act were attested m em bers of the Force shall be deem ed 
to have been appo in ted  u nder this Act, and  any p rio r service o f such 
officers shall be deem ed to be service under the provisions of this Act.



SCHEDULE

P O L I C E  O A T H  O F  A L L E G I A N C E
( P r o m is s o r y  O a t h s  L a w  N o .  3 6 /6 6 )

(s.9)

I .....................................................................................................................................d o  s w e a r  t h a t  I w il l
w e l l  a n d  t r u l y  s e rv e  t h e  R e p u b l i c  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  B o t s w a n a  as  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o t s w a n a  
P o l ic e  F o r c e  a n d  t h a t  I w i l l  t r u l y  a n d  f a i t h fu l ly  o b e y  a l l  l a w f u l  c o m m a n d s  g iv e n  to  m e  
fo r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  p e a c e  a n d  th e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  c r i m e  a n d  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  
o f f e n d e r s  a g a i n s t  p e a c e  in  a l l  r e s p e c t s  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  skill a n d  k n o w l e d g e  d i s c h a r g i n g  
a l l  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  s a id  o ffice a c c o r d i n g  to  la w .

S O  H E L P  M E  G O D

Form 1

S i g n a t u r e

D e c l a r e d  a t th is d a y  o f
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B O T S W A N A  P O L I C E

A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  S P E C I A L  C O N S T A B L E S
(s.40)

U  n d e r  a n d  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  v e s te d  in  h i m  b y  s e c t io n  4 0  o f  t h e  P o l ic e  A c t ,  1972, 
t h e  P r e s id e n t ,  o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P o l ic e ,  h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  th e  a p p o i n t ­
m e n t  o f :

Form 2

to  b e  a  S p e c i a l  C o n s t a b l e  i n  t h e  B o t s w a n a  P o l ic e  for t h e  p e r io d

S u c h  a p p o i n t m e n t  s h a l l  t e r m i n a t e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i f  t h e  h o l d e r  s h a l l  r e s ig n  o r  b e  d is ­
c h a r g e d  f r o m  h is  s u b s t a n t i v e  a p p o i n t m e n t  in  t h e  s e rv ic e s  o f  t h e  B o t s w a n a  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
h is  a p p o i n t m e n t  as  a  S p e c i a l  C o n s t a b l e  m a y  b e  w i t h d r a w n  a t  a n y  t i m e  b y  t h e  C o m ­
m is s io n e r  o f  P o l ice .

T h e  h o l d e r  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r s ,  p r iv i le g e s  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  b e  l ia b le  
to  p e r f o r m  t h e  s a m e  d u t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a m e n a b l e  to  t h e  s a m e  p e n a l t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  
s u b o r d i n a t e  to  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r i t i e s  as o r d i n a r y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  F o rc e .

S ig n e d  a t  B o t s w a n a  P o l ic e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  G a b o r o n e  o n  t h e .........................................................
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B O T S W A N A  P O L I C E

D E T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  S E R V I C E S :  S P E C I A L  C O N S T A B L E S
(s.43)

U n d e r  a n d  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  v e s te d  in  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P o l i c e  b y  se c t io n  
43  o f  t h e  P o l ic e  A c t ,  1972, I  h e r e b y  g iv e  n o t i c e  t h a t  I h a v e  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
as S p e c i a l  C o n s t a b l e  o f :—

w i t h  i m m e d i a t e  e f fec t.

Form 3

S ig n e d  a t  B o t s w a n a  P o l ic e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  G a b o r o n e ,

o n  t h e ....................................................d a y  o f ..........................1 9 ................

C O M M I S S I O N E R  O F  P O L L I C E

Passed by the N atio n al Assembly this 20th day  of D ecem ber, 1972.

I .P . GO iNTSE,
C le r k  o f  the N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly .


